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SHINJU MATSURI FESTIVAL 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [2.07 pm]: I rise to inform the house that I had the pleasure 
of attending Broome’s Shinju Matsuri festival over the weekend of 29 and 30 August. The year 2020 marks the 
festival’s fiftieth anniversary with a program of more than 50 events showcasing art, music, food, dance, crafts 
and heritage over nine days from 29 August to 6 September. Approximately 20 000 people were expected to attend 
this year’s milestone occasion. I am pleased to say that from my experience the organisers’ estimations may have 
been exceeded. The events that I attended were well patronised and Broome was noticeably busy. There is little 
doubt that the festival will have helped boost the local economy and provide valuable support to local businesses. 
The first Shinju Matsuri, or Festival of the Pearl, began in 1970 after the local Japanese, Malaysian and Chinese 
communities united their individual cultural festivals—the Japanese Obon Matsuri, Malaysian Hari Merdeka and 
the Chinese Hang Seng—to share their heritage, food and traditions with a celebration at the end of the pearl harvest. 
The festival acknowledges Broome’s early days as a world-renowned producer of South Sea pearls when Japanese, 
Chinese, Malaysian, Koepangers, Filipino and European workers flocked to Broome in the late 1800s. Today it 
plays an important part in celebrating the town’s rich pearling history, multicultural community and extraordinary 
natural landscapes. It also supports inclusion and building a strong cohesive community. The event is owned by 
Shinju Matsuri Incorporated, a not-for-profit association and since 2015, a Perth-based company, Project3, has been 
contracted as the event manager. Events are vital for regional towns because they attract visitors, add vibrancy to the 
local community and generate media attention, which helps to promote the destination and its amazing attractions. 
Over the years there has been a steady increase in the number of visitors to Broome specifically to attend the 
Shinju Matsuri, up by almost 200 per cent since 2013. The festival is supported by the state government through 
Tourism Western Australia’s regional events program. Funding has also been provided by Lotterywest, the 
Kimberley Development Commission and the Shire of Broome. 
I would like to congratulate Shinju Matsuri Incorporated on reaching such a significant milestone and commend 
everyone on the work they did to put on such a wonderful golden jubilee festival, especially in these challenging times. 
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